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TOPS Working Committee Meeting
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 6, 2015

Members Present: Jim-Rees, Joe Lavorini, Becky Wegner, Jason Alwine, Lee Milner, Leslie
Thomas

Members Absent: PJ Anderson, Jeff Morhmann, Jim Rees

Alternates Present: Cathy Grossman, Sarah Musick

Citizens Advisory Committee Members Present: Jackie Hilaire, Scot Hume, John Maynard
Staff Present: Karen Palus, Chris Lieber, Julie Lafitte, Kurt Schroeder, Matt Mayberry, Nina
Vetter (budget)
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Jim Rees brought the meeting to order at 7:31am.

Agenda Preview
The presentation on Paleontological Values of Corral Bluffs and Jimmy Camp Creek by Sharon
Milito was listed in error. It will be on the June agenda instead.

Announcements
Chris Lieber—
e The application period for TOPS Working Committee vacancies closed on May 4. There
will be eight candidates interviewed for the available positions.
e The ground breaking for Venezia Park on April 30 was well attended.

Karen Palus—

e Introduced Nina Vetter from the budget office who is attending the meeting; other
budget staff will attend future TOPS Working Committee and Parks Board meetings in
order to be familiar with TOPS and Parks Board issues during the budget process.

e Karen invited everyone to attend the 20" anniversary celebration and grand opening of
the renovated Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center on May 16.

e She thanked those from the Committee who attended the City Council Orientation tour
on May 4.

Approval of Minutes
Motion — to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2015 meeting with the correction that Jim Rees
was absent.

e Jason Alwine/Lee Milner Approved — Unanimous

Citizen Discussion
Bill Koerner (TOSC)
e Invited everyone to attend a presentation of their study on the Economic Benefits of
Cycling on Thursday, May 12 at 4:30pm.
e Mentioned that the Mayor’s Forum sponsored by TOSC and others is available for
viewing on the TOSC website (www.trailsandopenspace.org).



http://www.trailsandopenspace.org/

Jim Bensberg (Cheyenne Canon Conservationists)
e Suggested the 8.6 acres at 707 Cresta Rd. by Bear Creek Park (currently owned by The
Broadmoor) might be a candidate for acquisition by the Committee. Jim Rees
encouraged Mr. Bensberg to follow up with an Open Space application.

Presentation Item (Chris Lieber)

e Management Plans — Needs & Responsibilities for TOPS Funded Open Spaces

0 Management Plans for several of the TOPS properties were provided for
Committee members and others to examine.

0 Chris presented what other communities in the state are doing regarding open
space stewardship.

0 Matt Mayberry discussed cultural and natural assets in our open spaces,
including education and interpretation of the sites telling the “story of
preservation.”

0 Kurt Schroeder explained enforcement, land management and resource
management issues.

Staff Report (Chris Lieber)

o  Progress Report on 2015 TOPS CIP Projects

0 Cottonwood Creek Trail projects

Sand Creek Trail projects
Skyline Trail -Trafalgar bridge replacement
Skyline Trail at Union — working with PPRTA
Venezia Park — crews working
Corral Bluffs — Colorado Natural Area designation proceeding
I-25/Cimarron interchange — groundbreaking in May will affect trail connections
Various stewardship projects underway
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Adjournment
There being no further business, the Committee adjourned at 9:24am.



