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Oil & Other
Automotive
Fluids

Contact Information
City Engineering/Stormwater Drainage
(719) 385-5980
www.springsgov.com/cityengineering

Colorado Water Protection Project
(303) 861-5195
(888) 861-9969
www.ourwater.org

El Paso County/
Solid Waste Management
(719) 520-7878
www.elpasoco.com

El Paso County/
Fleet Management
(719) 520-7859
www.elpasoco.com

Recycle Motor Oil:
Al Demark Auto Service
Advance Auto Parts
Auto Tech Plaza
Auto Zone
Checker Auto Parts
Pep Boys
Thermo Fluids Oil Co.
El Paso County Fleet Management

Recycle Antifreeze:
Al Demark Auto Service
All Around Antifreeze
Auto Tech Plaza
El Paso County Solid Waste Management

El Paso county residents (Sorry, no
commercial establishments) can recycle 20
gallons of used oil per week at:

Fleet Garage
3460 Marksheffle Rd
Colorado Springs

Fleet Garage
1010 Golden
Calhan (Fair Grounds)



Did you know stormwater runoff in El Paso
County is not treated, but goes directly into our
streams and creeks? That is why it is important to
insure that pollutants such as pet waste, soaps
and dirt from car washing, automotive fluids,
trash, garbage and chemicals do not end up in
the storm drains.

Water washing over the land can pick up an array
of contaminants that can run off into or streams
and creeks either directly or through our storm
sewer systems.  The Environmental Protection
Agency has determined that pollution from this
runoff is the largest cause of  water quality
problems in the U.S.

Everyday personal actions you take can have a
significant impact on the water quality of our local
streams and creeks.  Remember that while the
individual household might contribute only minor
amounts of pollution, the combined effect of a
neighborhood or a city is serious.

Oil and Other
Automotive Fluids
As a automobile owner you can help, simply
by maintaining your vehicle and properly
managing automotive fluids.  Being a responsible
automobile owner not only keeps your vehicle
running efficiently, for it also reduces
contaminants in stormwater runoff.

Oil, antifreeze, transmission fluid, brake and
power steering fluids, and gasoline are a few of
the pollutants that automobiles contribute to
stormwater pollution.  Many drips and leaks go

unnoticed and/or uncorrected, resulting in
staining and puddling.  Oil contaminated runoff is
often evidenced by a bluish sheen or ‘rainbows’
on top of  the water.

Particulates from auto exhaust and tire and
break pad wear from normal usage also
contribute to the overall problem.  When it rains,
these particulates along with car fluids that have
leaked on to our driveways, parking lots, and
roads are carried into our storm drains and
ultimately to our creeks and streams.

Improper draining and disposal of automotive
fluids can greatly and directly impact the quality
of stormwater discharges.   Activities of  both
home and commercial automotive repair need to
been done in ways to eliminate spills and
discharges to the ground.  Welding, cutting,
sanding, and painting activities should be done
indoors with waste materials properly swept up
and disposed of.

Impacts of improperly performed automotive
repair and lack of maintenanceon our streams
include:

● Heavy Metals from Sanding/Grinding –
poison living organisms and/or damage their
life processes in some other way.  They
persist in the environment for a long time.

● Antifreeze  – seriously depletes oxygen from
the water and is harmful to all plant and
animal life, including humans.

● Motor oil – highly toxic to fish and other
aquatic life.  One quart of  oil can cause a
two acre oil slick and contaminate two million
gallons of drinking water.

What you can do:
● Maintain your automobile to reduce the risk

of fluid leaks.

● Prevent leaks from spilling to the ground by
placing a drip pan, plastic sheet, or other
materials to collect/contain the fluid.

● Try to perform all maintenance activities in a
roofed area.

● Clean up spills immediately with rags or
absorbent materials.

● Degrease your hands over a sink connected
to the sanitary sewer.

● Store any contaminated parts like used
batteries, oil filters, and waste oil in
contained, covered area.

● Recycle your used antifreeze and motor oil.

What you should not do:
● Never wash spills/stains with a hose or a

‘hotsy’.

● Never degrease engines or parts where any
contaminates can reach the soil or the storm
drains.

● Never pour oil/automotive fluids on the
ground or in storm drains.


